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Award

The Monarch Award

Welcome to the Monarch Award Program! The
Monarch Award is designed to encourage Illinois
children to read critically and to become familiar
with children’s books, authors and illustrators.

The award is named for the Monarch Butterfly
and symbolizes the growth, change and freedom
that characterize the emergent reader. The
Monarch Award is given annually to an author
and/or illustrator of a book voted as their favorite
by participating K-3 children in Illinois.

Each student will need to read or hear at least
five of the 20 nominated titles in order to be
allowed to vote.

Visit www.islma.org/monarch.htm for more
information.

The Bluestem Award

The award is designed for students in grades
3-5 who are ready for longer titles than found
on the Monarch list, but not quite ready for the
sophistication of some of the Rebecca Caudill
titles. Named in honor of Big Bluestem, which
is the state prairie grass, the award may include
both timeless classics and current titles, as well
as books that have appeared on Monarch and
Rebecca Caudill lists.

Students must read, or have read to them, four
of the 20 nominated books.

Visit www.islma.org/Bluestem.htm for more
information.

To register for the Rebecca Caudill Young
Readers’ Book Award, please visit
http://www.rcyrba.org.

Abraham Lincoln
Illinois High School Book Award

The Abraham Lincoln Award

The Abraham Lincoln Award is awarded
annually to the author of the book voted as
most outstanding by participating students

in grades nine through twelve in Illinois.
The award is named for Abraham Lincoln,
one of Illinois’ most famous residents and
himself an avid reader and noted author.
The Abraham Lincoln Award is designed

to encourage high school students to read
for personal satisfaction and become familiar
with authors of young adult and adult books.

To be eligible to vote, a student must have read
or listened to at least four of the 22 books on
the Master List.

Visit www.islma.org/lincoln.htm for more
information.
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